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dilemma, from the difficulty of continuing- the war, and the
danger of an ill peace; which I doubt whether all tfaeir
credit with the Queen and country would support them
under; but my Lord Treasurer is a stranger to fear, and
has all that courage which innocence and good sense can
give a man, and the most free from avarice of anyone liv-
ing; both which are absolutely necessary for his station in
this juncture. He was saying a thing to me some days
ago, which I believe is the great maxim he proceeds by,
that wisdom in public affairs was not, what.is commonly
believed, the forming of schemes with remote views; but
the making use of such incidents as happen.1 It was
thought nay Lord Mar would have succeeded as Secretary
upon the Duke of Queensberry's death; but the Court
seems now disposed to have no third Secretary, which was
a useless charge.2 The Queen has been extremely ill, so as
. for four-and-twenty hours people were in great pain; but
I she has been since much better, and voided abundance of
; gravel, etc3 Our expedition under Mr. Hill is said to be
toward the South Seas, but nothing is known: I told a
great man, who is deepest in the project of it, that I had
DO good opinion of these expeditions, which hitherto never
succeeded with us. He said, he would venture ten to one
upon the success of it, provided no ill accident happened
by storms; and that it was concerted with three or four
great Princes abroad.4

1  To Sir Leslie Stephen ("Swift,"p. 83) it is inexplicable that Swift
should have been attracted by the character of a Minister "who made
it his avowed and almost only rule of conduct that a politician should
live from hand to mouth."

2  The Earl of Mar ultimately succeeded the Duke of Queensberry
(snpra^ p. 195, n. 2), but was not appointed until nearly two years after
the Duke's death.

3  From a reference in the Journal to Stella Swift appears to iiave
attributed the Queen's illness to mismanagement on the part of her
physicians. As bank stock fell heavily on some whispers of the truth
Swift thought It in the interest of the Government to make light of
her malady ("Prose Works,71 ii, 207, 209, 210).

* Before that time it had been proposed to incorporate a company
with a monopoly of trade in the South Seas, a designation applied to
the countries of Peru, Chili, and Mexico, and the mysterious expedi-
tion which had sailed two months before under the command of
Mrs. Hasliain's brother, Brigadier John Hill, to reduce Quebec, was
not imuataraHy supposed to be an attempt to conquer what were then
considered El Dorados. The success of this expedition was thought to 456), there
